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PREFACE 
The series of conferences on Foundations of Software Technology and Theoretical 
Computer Science was aimed at “providing a forum where work done in India could 
be reported and placed in the context of work being done in other parts of the 
world”. Thus the series has been organized “to bring computer scientists from 
abroad together with those in India for mutually beneficial professional interaction”. 
That this aim is achieved to a certain degree is clear from the fact that this series 
of conferences has become more and more popular as seen by the increase in the 
number of submitted papers each year. For the seventh conference in this sequence 
held at Pune in December 1987 there were 105 submissions from 14 countries, of 
which 31 were selected after careful refereeing. These have been published by 
Springer-Verlag as Lecture Notes in Computer Science, Volume 287. 
It has become a tradition to select some of the papers presented at the conference 
and bring out a special issue of Theoretical Computer Science. About twelve were 
selected but only five of them decided to revise the paper and submit it for publication 
in the journal, as the others had been accepted for publication elsewhere. These 
five were refereed again according to the norms required by the journal and are 
now included in this issue. 
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